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COMPARISON 
BEFORE / AFTER 

ELEVATION

*CONCEPT ELEVATIONS FOR ILLUSTRATIVE 
PURPOSES ONLY, SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

CONCEPT / AFTER

NEW CLEAR GLASS

POSSIBLE LIGHTING OR EXTERIOR 
TREATMENT AT PEDIMENT

LOUVER & VENTS

OPERABLE SASH

FIXED PANE

EXISTING REFLECTIVE 
GLASS

100% FIXED PANELS

EXISTING / BEFORE
NEW POTENTIAL ENTRY 
POINTS & STOREFRONTS 
SUBJECT TO FINAL DESIGN

Building Elevation Narrative

The existing building elevations are clad with metal panels and standard window bays centered between columns.  

The window bays are comprised of four panels of two different glazing sizes.  The glazing within these window bays is 

a coated glass that reflects its surroundings.

Goals:

1.	 Generate diverse elevations for each of the buildings while still maintaining aesthetic harmony

2.	 Create flexibility of uses internally through integrated ventilation and operable parts 

3.	 Provide sources of natural ventilation and light 

Concept: Diversity by means of Adaptable Standardization

We achieve aesthetic diversity by creating a kit of parts, which allows for flexibility in the composition of the window 

bay and storefront systems.  Each bay has the option to include fixed glazing, operable fenestration and fixed 

ventilation panels.  By alternating the placement and orientation of these elements, we will create diverse and 

interesting patterns while providing the functionality necessary for a live/work building program.  Utilization of clear 

glazing both enhances the natural light within the space and creates a lighter aesthetic on the elevations.  Operable 

windows enhance the interior spaces through natural ventilation while creating visual movement along the elevations 

by means of placement within the bay.

05/13/20

05-08-202005-14-2020



PROFESSIONAL SEAL

FI
LE

: C
:\

U
se

rs
\B

ne
w

co
m

er
\A

pp
Da

ta
\L

oc
al

\M
ic

ro
so

ft
\W

in
do

w
s\

IN
et

Ca
ch

e\
Co

nt
en

t.O
ut

lo
ok

\1
GQ

W
H7

J6
\5

62
9z

z_
tit

le
.d

w
g 

   
 U

SE
R:

 B
N

ew
co

m
er

   
  D

AT
E:

  A
pr

il 
9,

 2
02

0 
   

 T
IM

E:
 4

:5
0:

13
 P

M
   

 L
AY

O
U

T:
  M

od
el

PLAN STATUS DATE

DRAWN BY: 
DESIGNED BY:
DATE ISSUED: 

SHEET
NO.

VIKA
NO.

DWG.
SCALE:

DATE
POST-APPROVAL
SHEET STATUS

THE INFORMATION, DESIGN, AND CONTENT OF THESE
DRAWINGS AND/OR DOCUMENTS HERETO ARE PROPRIETARY
TO VIKA VIRGINIA, L.L.C. AND CONSTITUTE ITS PROPRIETARY

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY. THESE DRAWINGS AND/OR
DOCUMENTS MUST NOT BE DIGITALLY FORWARDED, SHARED
OR COPIED, DIGITALLY CONVERTED, MODIFIED, OR USED FOR

ANY PURPOSE, IN ANY FORMAT, WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN
AUTHORIZATION FROM VIKA VIRGINIA, L.L.C. VIOLATIONS

MAY RESULT IN PROSECUTION. ONLY APPROVED, SIGNED AND
SEALED PLANS OR DRAWINGS MAY BE UTILIZED FOR

CONSTRUCTION PURPOSES.

© 2020 VIKA VIRGINIA, L.L.C.

703.442.7800 | vika.com

FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA

VV_5629ZZ

SKYLINE CENTER
BUILDINGS 1, 2 AND 3

MASON DISTRICT

04/10/20

Acceptance Sub. 12/19/2019
1st. Sub. 01/21/2020
2nd. Sub. 04/10/2020

JJ
STF

A.02
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ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION NORTH ELEVATION
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'Skyline Center' Landscape Narrative - A Layered Landscape
The primary design objective for the pedestrian realm at Skyline Center is to create a cohesive, robust, interactive and
attractive urban park experience for the enjoyment for both the general public, private tenants and their guests. The
proposed urban park will replace a currently rigid and underutilized courtyards and streetscape. The design of the park
will maintain the existing, well established trees and provide supplemental new planting while massaging and defining
any number of spaces to compliment the new mixed-use establishments and urban neighborhood.

The basic structure of this new urban park is a series of overlapping amenities and visual forms, as a means to provide a
range of diverse experiences. In turn, and in addition to providing context for active uses, these various layers will foster
a publicly accessible open space, allowing for leisure pursuits, socializing, exercising, and enjoyment of the designed
landscape.

Skyline Center urban park is a compilation of the five park types identified in the Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan
(2017). Containing aspects of Pocket Parks, Common Greens, Civic Plazas, Recreation Focused Parks, and Linear Parks,
this park offers opportunities to partake in various usages associated with each park type. Character zones are identified
with specific images and uses but will likely morph into systems as defined by the urban user.

Character Zones
CZ 1: The Wrapper- A Linear Park
By extending the inner courtyards to the property's edge, the opportunity to create a vibrant linear park now surrounds
the entire site. New greenscape material extends the use and longevity of the earth form. Multiple entries address
connectivity to existing and newly designated arteries and invite visitors to the park. The design of The Wrapper
considers the biker, the walker, those waiting for the bus, the stroller, the neighborhood, all as equal participants.
Benches and bicycle racks mixed with furniture from adjacent character zones complete the urban model and offer
respite to visitors.

BUILDING 1 BUILDING 2 BUILDING 3

POCKET PARK 1 POCKET PARK 2

GREEN-WRAPPER LINEAR PARK

CZ 2: The Marketplace
Mixed use expectations include the addition of restaurants and markets with spill-out to the adjacent park.  Varietal
seating allows for group coffee and lunches or private meetings. Terraced decks with built-in seating accommodate
functions and larger gatherings around fire elements. Existing trees provide a shaded terrace for seasonal use.

CZ 3: The Kitchens
From within the towers, social kitchens provide dining expectations for residents and guests who similarly will extend to
the outdoor patios. Tables and chairs, chaise lounges, prep tables and flower planters provide a private touch to this
bustling urban system. Spill-over from The Marketplace further activates the zone. Cold frames allow for seasonal
display and gardening to be used by residents and local restaurants. Existing large planters may also be repurposed for
additional gardening opportunities.

CZ 4: Social Gathering
The Social Gathering zone has been designed to provide a variety of 'outdoor' spaces of varying sizes for flexible and
adaptable uses. The overriding goal of the formal logic is to create rhythm and variation within a recognizably irregular
and playful system of movement.  Built in furniture and informal lawn seating provide opportunities for different likes.
Lawns can accommodate additional gaming when The Lawn reaches capacity.

CZ 4: The Lawn
The Lawn is defined by active outdoor uses routinely associated with urban domestic bliss.It is different from 'The
Wrapper' by juxtaposing Natural Vs Man-made landscape. Hammocks, croquet, bocce, Adirondack chairs, ping pong,
and swings play a role in providing ranging opportunities for all to visit and interact. The 'active' ground plane will
consist of both pervious and impervious surfaces to reinforce use areas as well as the larger ecological story embedded
within the park design. Other ground plane materials will consist of mown lawn areas as well as various ground covers,
spring bulbs and small woody shrubs. Selective tree plantings will provide shade while contributing to the larger sense
of nature, which defines the overall park character.

CZ 5: Special Event
The parking deck represents a vast area for use if not occupied by cars. Special event days allow for shuffling of vehicles
and opening of the upper most level to allow for events including food trucks, dance floor, court games, roller skating,
and other hard surface activities. Evening events may include movies if popularity over burdens the lawn areas.

The entire site sits atop a multi-story parking deck. The current finished grade is just inches above the structural slab in
some locations and never more than 16”. Existing trees are surprisingly healthy considering they are growing in raised
planters or on tall mounds. Our intent is to design around the existing trees and preserve as many as possible.
Additional plantings will supplement existing trees however we propose using more native species that need far less
irrigation and provide a more ecologically aware landscape (see attached plant list). We will explore opportunities to
develop details that collect and hold storm water.

POTENTIAL SUPERGRAPHIC SURFACE
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SKYLINE URBAN PARK: A VIEW FROM ABOVE
PERSPECTIVE VIGNETTE 2 BEFORE AND AFTER
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BUILDING 2

BUILDING 3

Note:The mounding/greenscape may be natural planting,
artifical turf or other method TBD
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Note:The mounding/greenscape may be natural planting,
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Note:The mounding/greenscape may be natural planting,
artifical turf or other method TBD
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CHARACTER
ZONE:

THE MARKET
PLACE

THE MARKETPLACE1 Mixed use expectations include the addition of restaurants and markets with spill-out to the adjacent park.  Varietal seating allows for group coffee and lunches or private meetings.
Terraced decks with built-in seating accommodate functions and larger gatherings around fire elements. Existing trees provide a shaded terrace for seasonal use.

LAWN

BUILDING 1 BUILDING 2

3221100

ARTFUL EDGE
TO PROVIDE ENCLOSURE, CLIMBABLE

DOUBLE AS ART ELEMENTS, PICNIC TABLES AND
VARIETY OF SEATING OPTIONS FOR SOCIALIZING

OUTDOOR GATHERING ZONE WITH TABLES,
CHAIRS AND URBAN FURNITURE FOR DINING

AND/OR LOUNGING

OUTDOOR GATHERING ZONE
WITH TABLES, CHAIRS AND

OUTDOOR FIRETABLE

OUTDOOR GATHERING ZONE FOR
LOUNGING, LAWN GAMES, UNSCHEDULED

SOCIAL INTERACTION OPPORTUNITY

OUTDOOR LOUNGE WITH SEATING / FOOD
SERVICES/ BROWSING AND

ENTERTAINMENT ZONE WITH POTENTIAL
FOR TEMPORARY OUTDOOR ART

EXHIBITION / PERFORMANCE SPACE

Ergonomically formed interactive
landform

Green Wrapper as an artful edge

Outdoor seating for co-working space Outdoor dining and socializing opportunity

Outdoor firepit for group gatherings Multi-level deck seating with existing
tree canopy

Small gatherings for a variety of lawn games Outdoor lawn chairs for casual socializing

Variety of seating options for co-working, dining,
and gatherings

Opportunity for people watching on a
social corridor

Gatherings for small events
and performances

Interactive art wall such
as a large-scale chalk
board
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THE KITCHEN
From within the towers, social kitchens provide dining expectations for residents and guests who similarly will extend to the outdoor patios. Tables and chairs, chaise lounges, prep tables and flower
planters provide a private touch to this bustling urban system. Spill-over from The Marketplace further activates the zone. Cold frames allow for seasonal display and gardening to be used by residents and
local restaurants. Existing large planters may also be repurposed for additional gardening opportunities.
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LAWN

3221100

OUTDOOR LOUNGE WITH SEATING/FOOD
SERVICES/ BROWSING AND ENTERTAINING ZONE

NURSERY HOUSES FOR PLANTING, SOCIALIZING AND
LEARNING ZONES ADJACENT TO LAWN PANEL FOR OUTDOOR

GAMES AND LOUNGING

OUTDOOR GATHERING ZONE WITH TABLES,
CHAIRS AND URBAN FURNITURE FOR

CO-WORKING, DINING, AND/OR LOUNGING

POTENTIAL OUTDOOR KITCHEN/GRILL AREA
ADJACENT TO GATHERING ZONE FOR

UNSCHEDULED OPEN SPACE

Multi-level deck seating with
existing tree canopy

Outdoor firepit for group gatherings

Painting paving surface for events
and/or interactive play

Variety of seating for small
gatherings

Nursery houses for planting,
socializing and learning

Lawn games such as
badminton

Lawn games such as croquet

Modern outdoor kitchen Integrated spaces with wood deck
and lawn spaces

Community table for picnics and
outdoor dining
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THE GREEN WRAPPER
By extending the inner courtyards to the property's edge, the opportunity to create a vibrant linear park now surrounds the entire site. Multiple entries address connectivity to existing and newly designated
arteries and invite visitors to the park. The design of The Wrapper considers the biker, the walker, those waiting for the bus, the stroller, the neighborhood, all as equal participants. Benches and bicycle
racks mixed with furniture from adjacent character zones complete the urban model and offer respite to visitors.
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THE LAWN

THE LAWN
The Lawn is defined by active outdoor uses routinely associated with urban domestic bliss. Hammocks, croquet, bocce, Adirondack chairs, ping pong, and swings play a role in providing ranging
opportunities for all to visit and interact. The 'active' ground plane will consist of both pervious and impervious surfaces to reinforce use areas as well as the larger ecological story embedded within the
park design. Large canopy tree plantings will provide ample shade while contributing to the larger sense of nature, which defines the overall park character.
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